A SUNMMER VILLAGE OF
thowg(wd»s

BYLAW NO. 286-26
UNSIGHTLY PROPERTY AND NUISANCE BYLAW

BEING A BYLAW OF THE SUMMER VILLAGE OF ROCHON SANDS IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA TO ESTABLISH
STANDARDS FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF PROPERTY, PREVENT NUISANCES, PROVIDE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF
UNSIGHTLY CONDITIONS, AND PROTECT THE HEALTH, SAFETY, ENJOYMENT, AND WELL-BEING OF THE
COMMUNITY.

WHEREAS Section 7 of the Municipal Government Act, RSA 2000, c. M-26, as amended, authorizes a municipality
to pass bylaws respecting the safety, health and welfare of people, the protection of people and property,
nuisances, and the enforcement of municipal bylaws;

AND WHEREAS Council recognizes that the Summer Village of Rochon Sands is a unique lakeside community
whose natural beauty, recreational character, and residential environment are important community assets;

AND WHEREAS Council considers it desirable to establish reasonable standards respecting unsightly property
and nuisances in order to protect public health and safety, preserve neighbourhood character, promote
responsible property maintenance, and enhance the enjoyment of property by residents and visitors;

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the Summer Village of Rochon Sands, in the Province of Alberta, duly
assembled, enacts as follows:

TITLE

1. Short Title
1.1 This Bylaw may be cited as the "Unsightly Property and Nuisance Bylaw."

PURPOSE
2. Purpose

The purpose of this Bylaw is to:
a) establish minimum standards for the maintenance of property within the Summer Village;
b) prevent and abate nuisances and unsightly conditions;
c) promote a safe, healthy, attractive, and environmentally responsible community;
d) protect the use and enjoyment of neighbouring properties;
e) preserve the natural beauty and recreational character of the Summer Village of Rochon Sands;
f) provide fair and consistent enforcement procedures; and
g) authorize the Municipality to remedy contraventions where voluntary compliance has not been
achieved.

INTERPRETATION

3. Interpretation
3.1 In this Bylaw:

a) words in the singular include the plural and vice versa;
b) words importing one gender include all genders;
c) headings are for convenience only and do not form part of this Bylaw;
d) areference to any Act or regulation includes any successor legislation or amendments thereto;
e) where this Bylaw uses the word "shall", the requirement is mandatory;
f) where this Bylaw uses the word "may", the action is discretionary.

4. Conflict

Nothing in this Bylaw relieves any Person from complying with the requirements of the Municipality's Land Use
Bylaw, any Development Permit, any other Municipal Bylaw, or any applicable Provincial or Federal legislation.
Where a conflict exists, the more restrictive requirement shall apply unless otherwise provided by law.
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5. Existing Conditions

The existence of a condition prior to the coming into force of this Bylaw does not exempt that condition from
compliance with this Bylaw.

DEFINITIONS
6. Definitions
In this Bylaw:

Administration means the Chief Administrative Officer of the Summer Village or a person authorized to act on
the CAQ's behalf.

Bylaw Enforcement Officer means:
a) a Community Peace Officer;
b) a Peace Officer;
c) a Special Constable;
d) an appointed Bylaw Enforcement Officer; or
e) any person authorized by the Municipality to enforce this Bylaw.

Council means the Council of the Summer Village of Rochon Sands.

Development Permit means a development permit issued pursuant to the Municipality's Land Use Bylaw.
Highway has the same meaning as defined in the Traffic Safety Act.

Municipality means the Summer Village of Rochon Sands.

Municipal Property means any land, highway, Municipal Reserve, Environmental Reserve, road allowance, park,
trail, public utility lot, public parking area, or other property owned, controlled, or managed by the
Municipality.

Nuisance means any condition, activity, omission, or use of property that:
a) unreasonably interferes with another person's use or enjoyment of property;
b) creates or is likely to create a risk to public health or safety;
c) adversely affects the amenities or appearance of the surrounding area; or
d) is expressly prohibited under this Bylaw.

Occupant means any Person occupying or having possession or control of Property.

Owner means:
a) the registered owner of land;
b) a purchaser under an agreement for sale;
c) alessee;
d) atenant;
e) anagentacting on behalf of an owner; or
f)  any person exercising care, management, or control of property.

Peace Officer has the same meaning as defined in the Provincial Offences Procedure Act.

Person includes an individual, corporation, partnership, association, organization, trustee, executor,
administrator, or legal representative.

Property means land, buildings, structures, improvements, or premises located within the Summer Village.

Reasonable Time means a period established by Administration having regard to the nature of the contravention,
weather conditions, seasonal considerations, contractor availability, public safety, and any other relevant
circumstances.

Refuse means garbage, rubbish, waste material, discarded household goods, construction debris, scrap metal,
discarded appliances, discarded furniture, tires, vehicle parts, yard waste, or any material that has been
abandoned or discarded.

Structure means any building, fence, deck, stairs, retaining wall, shed, garage, gazebo, dock component, or other
thing constructed, erected, placed, or installed on Property.

Unsightly Property means Property that, because of its condition, appearance, accumulation of materials, lack
of maintenance, or state of repair, detracts from the appearance of the surrounding neighbourhood or
creates a Nuisance.

Vehicle includes every motor vehicle, trailer, boat trailer, utility trailer, recreational vehicle, snowmobile, all-
terrain vehicle, golf cart, watercraft, or any similar conveyance.

Waste Container means a container, bin, cart, receptacle, enclosure, or other device used for the storage or
collection of Refuse, recycling, compost, or yard waste.
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ADMINISTRATION

7. Administration
7.1  The Chief Administrative Officer may administer this Bylaw and may:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

delegate responsibilities under this Bylaw;

establish administrative forms;

establish procedures for the administration and enforcement of this Bylaw;

approve Reasonable Time periods and extensions;

authorize contractors or agents to carry out work required under this Bylaw; and

take any other reasonable administrative action necessary to give effect to this Bylaw.

GENERAL PROHIBITION

8. General Responsibility
8.1 Every Owner and Occupant is responsible for ensuring that Property under their ownership or control
complies with this Bylaw.
8.2 No Owner or Occupant shall cause, permit, or allow Property to become or remain:

a)
b)

an unsightly property;

a nuisance;

a condition that creates a danger to public safety;

a condition that is likely to attract wildlife including bears, coyotes, rodents or other nuisance
animals through the improper storage of waste or refuse;

a condition that unreasonably interferes with neighbouring properties; or

a condition that adversely affects the appearance, enjoyment, or environmental quality of the
Summer Village.

Compliance with this Bylaw does not exempt any Person from complying with the Municipality's Land Use Bylaw,
Development Permit conditions, Safety Codes Act, Fire Control Bylaw, or any other applicable enactment.

UNSIGHTLY PROPERTY

9. Unsightly Property
9.1 No Owner or Occupant shall cause, permit, or allow Property to become or remain Unsightly Property.
9.2 Without limiting Section 9.1, Unsightly Property includes Property upon which there exists:

a)
b)
c)

d)
e)
f)

g)
h)

i)
j)

p)

an accumulation of Refuse;

discarded household furnishings or appliances;

scrap metal, scrap lumber, building materials, pallets, or similar materials stored in a disorderly or
abandoned manner;

discarded machinery or equipment;

collapsed decks;

unsafe stairs;

deteriorated retaining walls;

exposed building materials;

unsecured excavations;

partially demolished structures;

broken, collapsed, deteriorated, or partially demolished buildings, structures, fences, or retaining
walls that are not actively undergoing permitted construction;

exterior building surfaces that have deteriorated to the extent they present an appearance of
neglect;

abandoned or discarded personal property;

excessive accumulation of outdoor storage that is plainly visible from neighbouring properties or
a public roadway and detracts from the appearance of the community;

construction materials remaining on a property for an unreasonable period following the
completion or abandonment of construction;

any other condition that, in the reasonable opinion of Administration, having regard to the
purposes of this Bylaw, substantially detracts from the appearance or enjoyment of neighbouring
properties.

9.3 Normal seasonal recreational equipment, including boats, trailers, campers, docks, boat lifts, kayaks,
canoes, paddleboards and similar equipment that are being actively used or stored in an orderly
manner shall not, by themselves, constitute Unsightly Property.

WASTE, REFUSE AND OUTDOOR STORAGE

10. Refuse

10.1 Every Owner and Occupant shall maintain Property free from an unreasonable accumulation of Refuse.
10.2 Refuse shall be stored in appropriate containers or otherwise secured so as to:

a)
b)

prevent windblown litter;
minimize odours;
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c) discourage rodents, bears, birds, and other wildlife;
d) prevent the escape of waste onto neighbouring properties or Municipal Property.

10.3 No Person shall accumulate or store Refuse on Property except where reasonably associated with
normal residential occupancy and awaiting regular disposal.

11. Outdoor Storage
11.1 Outdoor storage shall be maintained in a neat and orderly manner.
11.2 No Owner or Occupant shall permit the long-term outdoor storage of materials which, because of their
condition, quantity, or manner of storage, create an Unsightly Property.
11.3 Outdoor storage shall not include the accumulation of:
a) discarded tires;
b) vehicle parts;
c) dismantled machinery;
d) scrap metal;
e) demolition debris;
f) household appliances;
g) discarded furniture;
h) broken recreational equipment; or
i) any similar discarded materials.

VEHICLES, BOATS AND RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT

12. Storage

12.1 No Owner or Occupant shall permit the outdoor storage of abandoned, dismantled, wrecked, or
inoperative Vehicles in a manner that creates an Unsightly Property.

12.2 Boats, trailers, recreational vehicles, golf carts and similar recreational equipment shall be maintained
in a safe and orderly condition.

12.3 Nothing in this section prohibits the seasonal storage of recreational equipment commonly associated
with lakeside residential properties, provided such storage does not create a Nuisance or Unsightly
Property.

VEGETATION

13. Vegetation
13.1 Every Owner and Occupant shall maintain vegetation in a manner that does not create a Nuisance.
13.2 No Owner or Occupant shall permit:
a) vegetation to obstruct the safe use of a Highway, sidewalk, trail or other public place;
b) vegetation to obstruct traffic control devices, municipal signage or sightlines at intersections;
c) dead or hazardous trees or branches that present a reasonably foreseeable risk to persons or
property;
d) weeds or prohibited noxious weeds contrary to the Weed Control Act.
13.3 Nothing in this section relieves a Person of any obligations imposed by provincial legislation.

DUST, SMOKE, ODOURS AND DEBRIS

14. Dust, Smoke, Odours and Debris

14.1 No Person shall cause or permit excessive dust, smoke, ash, airborne debris, or odours to escape from
Property where such condition unreasonably interferes with neighbouring properties.

14.2 This section does not prohibit:
a) normal residential barbecues;
b) outdoor recreational fires conducted in accordance with the Municipality's Fire Control Bylaw;
c) agricultural or forestry activities authorized by law;
d) emergency response activities;
e) municipal operations.

PROPERTY UNDER CONSTRUCTION

15. Construction Sites

15.1 Every Owner shall ensure that Property upon which construction, demolition, renovation or excavation
is occurring is maintained in a safe and reasonably orderly condition.

15.2 Construction materials shall be stored in an orderly manner and secured where necessary to prevent
them from becoming scattered by wind or weather.

15.3 Construction sites shall be maintained so as not to create blowing debris, unsafe excavations,
unsecured building materials or hazards to neighbouring properties.

15.4 Construction waste shall be removed from the Property at reasonable intervals and shall not be
permitted to accumulate to the extent that it creates an Unsightly Property or Nuisance.
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15:5

15.6

Where construction has been substantially discontinued for a period exceeding six (6) months, the
Owner shall ensure the Property is maintained in a safe, secure and tidy condition until construction

resumes or the site is restored.
Nothing in this section relieves an Owner from complying with the Municipality's Land Use Bylaw or

any Development Permit conditions.

MUNICIPAL PROPERTY

16. Protection of Municipal Property

16.1

16.2

16.3

16.4

16.5

16.6

No Person shall deposit, discard, dump, store or abandon any material upon Municipal Property
without written authorization from the Municipality.

No Person shall place Refuse, construction materials, recreational equipment, vehicles, trailers, boats,
docks, boat lifts or other personal property upon Municipal Property except where specifically
authorized.

No Person shall deposit any material into or upon any ditch, drainage course, Municipal Reserve,
Environmental Reserve, park, trail, roadway, beach, beach access, shoreline, public lake access area,
or other public area.

Every Person responsible for depositing material contrary to this section shall immediately remove the
material upon receiving notice from the Municipality.

Where a Person fails to comply, the Municipality may remove, store or dispose of the material at the
expense of the Owner.

No Person shall place or store personal property upon Municipal Property in a manner that interferes
with municipal operations or public access.

INSPECTIONS

17. Authority to Inspect

17.1 For the purpose of determining compliance with this Bylaw, Administration or a Bylaw Enforcement
Officer may exercise any authority authorized by the Municipal Government Act or other applicable
legislation.

17.2 Inspections shall be carried out in accordance with the Municipal Government Act.

17.3 During an inspection, Administration or a Bylaw Enforcement Officer may:

a) observe Property;

b) take photographs or video recordings;

c) make written notes;

d) request information reasonably required to determine compliance;
e) document conditions existing upon the Property.

17.4 No Person shall obstruct, interfere with or knowingly provide false information to a Bylaw Enforcement

Officer acting under this Bylaw.
VOLUNTARY COMPLIANCE
18. Voluntary Compliance
18.1 The Municipality encourages voluntary compliance whenever reasonably possible.
18.2 Prior to issuing a Compliance Order, Administration may attempt to obtain voluntary compliance

18.3

through verbal discussion, written correspondence, education or other reasonable means.

Nothing in this section limits the Municipality's authority to issue a Compliance Order immediately
where:

a) public safety is at risk;

b) immediate action is necessary to prevent property damage;

c) repeated non-compliance has occurred;

d) previous voluntary compliance efforts have been unsuccessful.

COMPLIANCE ORDERS

19. Compliance Orders

19.1

19.2
19.3

Where Administration or a Bylaw Enforcement Officer believes, on reasonable grounds, that a
contravention of this Bylaw has occurred, the Officer may issue a written Compliance Order.
Administration may amend, cancel, or replace a Compliance Order.

A Compliance Order may require the Owner or Occupant to:

a) cease an activity;

b) remove materials;

c) clean the Property;

d) repair or secure structures;

e) remove Refuse;

f)  trim or remove vegetation;

g) take any reasonable action necessary to remedy the contravention.
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19.4 A Compliance Order shall specify:
a) the municipal address or legal description of the Property;
b) the nature of the contravention;
¢) the corrective action required;
d) the time within which compliance must occur;
e) the consequences of failing to comply.
19.5 Administration may extend the compliance period where satisfied that reasonable progress is being
made toward compliance.
19.6 Compliance with a Compliance Order does not relieve any Person from liability for an offence
committed under this Bylaw.

20. Service of Notices

20.1 A Compliance Order or other notice under this Bylaw may be served by:
a) personal service;
b) registered mail;
c) ordinary mail sent to the address shown on the municipal assessment or tax roll;
d) electronic mail where an email address has been provided to the Municipality;
e) posting the notice in a conspicuous location on the Property where personal service cannot

reasonably be effected.

20.2 A notice served under Section 20.1 shall be deemed received:
a) immediately if personally served;
b) five (5) business days after mailing;
c) the day following electronic transmission;
d) immediately upon posting where posting is authorized.

MUNICIPAL REMEDIAL ACTION

21. Municipal Action
21.1 Where a Person fails to comply with a Compliance Order, the Municipality may enter upon the
Property, where authorized by law, and carry out the work necessary to remedy the contravention.
21.2 Without limiting Section 21.1, the Municipality may:
a) remove Refuse;
b) cut or remove vegetation;
c) remove, relocate, secure, repair, demolish or dispose of any material or thing necessary to remedy
the contravention;
d) secure unsafe structures;
e) remove items stored on Municipal Property;
f) retain contractors or equipment necessary to complete the work.
21.3 The Municipality is not responsible for any loss resulting from the lawful removal or disposal of
materials carried out under this section.

RECOVERY OF COSTS

22. Recovery of Costs
22.1 Every expense incurred by the Municipality in carrying out work under this Bylaw is a debt owing to
the Municipality by the Owner.
22.2 The Municipality may recover all costs incurred, including labour, equipment, materials, contractor
fees, disposal fees, engineering, legal services, administration, and any other reasonable expenses

directly related to enforcement of this Bylaw.
22.3 Where authorized by the Municipal Government Act, unpaid costs may be added to the tax roll of the
Property and collected in the same manner as municipal taxes.

OFFENCES

23. Offences
23.1 A Person who contravenes any provision of this Bylaw commits an offence.

23.2 A Person who fails to comply with:

a) a Compliance Order;
b) a requirement of Administration or a Bylaw Enforcement Officer made under this Bylaw; or

c) any condition imposed under this Bylaw,
commits an offence.

23.3 Where a contravention continues for more than one day, each day the contravention continues

constitutes a separate offence.
23.4 A Person who obstructs or interferes with a Bylaw Enforcement Officer acting under this Bylaw

commits an offence.
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23.5 A Person who knowingly provides false or misleading information during an investigation commits an
offence.

VIOLATION TICKETS

24, Violation Tickets '
24.1 Where a Bylaw Enforcement Officer has reasonable grounds to believe that a Person has committed

an offence under this Bylaw, the Officer may issue a Violation Ticket. ,

24.2 AViolation Ticket may specify the Specified Penalty established in Schedule "A" of this Bylaw or, where
Council has subsequently established specified penalties for this Bylaw under the Municipality's Fees,
Charges and Specified Penalties Bylaw, the specified penalty established under that bylaw.

24.3 Payment of the specified penalty shall constitute a guilty plea and fully satisfy the offence identified
on the Violation Ticket.

24.4 Nothing in this section limits the Municipality's right to commence prosecution through the Provincial
Court.

GENERAL PENALTIES

25. Penalties
25.1 A Person convicted of an offence under this Bylaw is liable to the penalties established by the Provincial
Offences Procedure Act and any other applicable legislation.
25.2 The Specified Penalties established in Schedule "A" of this Bylaw, or as subsequently established under
the Municipality's Fees, Charges and Specified Penalties Bylaw, do not limit the authority of a Court to
impose any penalty authorized by law.

GENERAL

26. Limitation of Liability
26.1 The Municipality, Council, Administration, Bylaw Enforcement Officers, employees, contractors or
agents are not liable for any damages arising from actions taken in good faith under this Bylaw.

27. Severability
27.1 Should any provision of this Bylaw be declared invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, that
provision shall be severed from this Bylaw and the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and
effect.

28. Schedules

28.1 Schedule "A" and Schedule "B" form part of this Bylaw.

28.2 Where Council establishes specified penalties for offences under this Bylaw within the Municipality's
Fees, Charges and Specified Penalties Bylaw, those specified penalties shall supersede Schedule "A" of
this Bylaw to the extent of any inconsistency, without affecting the validity or enforceability of this
Bylaw.

29. Repeal
29.1 Bylaw No. 206-10, being the Nuisance Bylaw, and all amendments thereto, are hereby repealed upon
this Bylaw coming into force.

30. Effective Date
30.1 This Bylaw comes into force and effect upon third reading.

READ A FIRST TIME this /.3 day ofJ&4¥ 2026.

READ A SECOND TIME this_/# day ofufg4 £72026.

Given UNANIMOUS consent to proceed to THIRD READING this i day of&fZOZG.
READ A THIRD AND FINAL TIME this /3 day ofJB&¥ 2026.
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SCHEDULE "A"

SPECIFIED PENALTIES

Section Offence Specified
Penalty
9.1 Unsightly Property $250
10.1 Failure to remove or control Refuse $250
10.2 Improper storage of Refuse $250
112 Improper Outdoor Storage $250
121 Improper storage of abandoned, dismantled, wrecked, or inoperative
Vehicle 5250
12.2 Improper storage of boat or recreational equipment $250
13.2 Failure to control vegetation $250
14.1 Excessive dust, smoke, ash, airborne debris, or odours $250
16.1 g:eop;.ri:ing, dumping, storing, or abandoning material on Municipal $500
y
16.2 Unauthorized storage of personal property on Municipal Property $500
16.3 g):c;;c;s:ting material into or upon public areas, shoreline, or public lake $500
16.6 Interference with municipal operations or public access $500
17.4 Obstruction of Bylaw Enforcement Officer $750
23.2(a) Failure to comply with Compliance Order $500
23.5 Providing false or misleading information $750
SCHEDULE "B"
COMPLIANCE ORDER TEMPLATE
To: [Owner / Occupant Name]
Property: [Municipal Address / Legal Description]
Date of Order: [Datel]
Bylaw: Unsightly Property and Nuisance Bylaw No. 286-26

Contravention:

[Describe condition or activity and applicable section(s)]

Required Action:

[Describe corrective action required]

Compliance Deadline: [Date / Time / Reasonable Time period]

Compliance:

Consequences of Non-

action including a Violation Ticket or prosecution.

Failure to comply may result in municipal remedial action, recovery of costs,
costs being added to the tax roll where authorized by law, and/or enforcement

Issued By:

[Administration / Bylaw Enforcement Officer]

Contact Information:

| Phone: 403-742-4717 | Email: info@rochonsands.net

Summer Village of Rochon Sands, #1 Hall Street, Rochon Sands, Alberta TOC 3BO

Note: This template may be modified by Administration as required to reflect the circumstances of a particular

matter, provided the required information is included.
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