
NEW EXPANDED RECYCLING PROGRAM COMING TO ROCHON SANDS 
NEW RECYCLING SERVICE BEGINS OCTOBER 1, 2026 

MORE RECYCLING OPTIONS FOR OUR COMMUNITY 
Council is pleased to be moving forward with a new expanded recycling program through Circular Materials, as part of 
Alberta’s Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) system. 

Expanding recycling opportunities in Rochon Sands has been identified by residents and Council as a priority and forms 
part of Council’s Strategic Plan. Until now, the Summer Village has only been able to offer cardboard recycling at the 
municipal recycling location. Under the new program, residents will be able to recycle a much wider range of household 
packaging and paper products. 

The new recycling bins will be located in the same location as the existing cardboard recycling bin at the Municipal 
Office/Village Square. 

WHAT CAN GO IN THE NEW RECYCLING BINS? 

 
IMPORTANT: Refundable beverage containers do not go in these bins. Pop, beer, wine, liquor and other deposit-bearing 
beverage containers should continue to be placed in the Summer Village bottle recycling box located between the 
garbage bins. 

The new program accepts a much broader range of materials, including: 
• Plastic bottles and containers  
• Plastic food containers  
• Toothpaste and deodorant tubes  
• Plastic bags and film packaging  
• Snack wrappers and chip bags  
• Stand-up plastic pouches  

• Paper and cardboard  
• Hot and cold beverage cups 

and lids  
• Soup and broth cartons  
• Paper laminate packaging  
• Metal food cans  

• Aluminum trays and foil 
• Glass food and cosmetic containers  
• Foam packaging  
• Empty household personal-care and food 

aerosol containers, such as deodorant, 
hairspray, air freshener and cooking-oil sprays  



Please put recyclables in the bin LOOSE — not in bags of any kind 

HOW TO USE THE NEW BINS 

1. Collect accepted recyclables at home.  

2. Empty food and liquids from containers and keep recyclables reasonably clean.  

3. Bring them to the recycling area at the Municipal Office/Village Square.  

4. Empty recyclables LOOSE into the bin — do not leave them in a bag. 

This will be one of the biggest changes residents need to remember. 

Do not place your recycling in the bin inside a garbage bag, black bag, blue bag or other collection bag.  Plastic bags and 
film packaging themselves are accepted recyclable materials. However, do not use a plastic bag to contain other 
recyclables. Empty everything loose into the bin. 

Recyclable materials must be placed clean and loose directly into the recycling bin. 

You can absolutely use a bag, tote, box, basket or container to collect and transport recyclables from your home — simply 
empty the recyclables loose into the recycling bin and take your container or bag home with you. 

EASY WAYS TO COLLECT RECYCLING AT HOME 
You do not need a complicated system. A few simple options can make recycling easy: 

Use a reusable recycling tote. Keep a plastic tote, laundry basket or reusable bin in your kitchen, pantry, mudroom or 
garage. When it is full, bring it to the municipal recycling bins, empty the contents loosely into the bin and take the 
tote home again. 

Reuse a cardboard box. A cardboard box can be an easy way to collect clean recyclables at home. Empty the recyclables 
into the bin and, if the box is clean and recyclable, flatten it and place it in the recycling bin as well. 

Use a reusable shopping bag for transport. Collect recyclables in a reusable bag, empty them loosely into the recycling 
bin and take the bag home. 

Set up two containers at home. One container for garbage and one for recycling can make it much easier for everyone 
in the household to know where things belong. 

A simple rule is: 

Collect it however you like at home — but empty it LOOSE into the recycling bin. 

WHAT IS “CONTAMINATION”? 
Contamination occurs when garbage or other materials that are not accepted in the recycling program are placed in 
the recycling bin.     Examples include: 

• Garbage or black garbage bags  
• Refundable beverage containers that belong 

in the separate bottle recycling box  
• Propane tanks  
• Paint, cleaners and other hazardous 

materials  

• Diapers  
• Food and other organic waste  
• Paper towel  
• Toys  
• Books  
• Batteries  

• Pots and pans  
• Ceramics  
• Clothing  
• Garden hoses 

Empty household personal-care/food aerosols are accepted. Paint, chemical cleaners and other hazardous aerosols are 
not. 

Even a recycling bin containing mostly acceptable material can become contaminated when garbage or prohibited items 
are mixed into it. 

Please also empty food and liquids from containers before recycling them. Recyclables should be reasonably clean before 
being placed in the bin. 



Why contamination matters 
This program will only work if we all use it properly. 
High levels of contamination can jeopardize the success and continuation of the recycling program at our site. Circular 
Materials monitors contamination, so it is important that only accepted materials are placed in the recycling bins. 
We therefore ask everyone using the depot to take a few extra seconds to make sure: 

Is it recyclable? Is it reasonably clean? Am I putting it in the bin LOOSE? 
If the answer is yes, you are helping keep the program successful. 

DEPOSIT-BEARING BEVERAGE CONTAINERS STAY IN THE BOTTLE RECYCLING BOX 
Do not place refundable beverage containers in the new Circular Materials recycling bins. 

Pop cans, beer cans, wine bottles, liquor bottles and other deposit-bearing beverage containers should continue to go into 
the Summer Village’s existing bottle recycling box located between the garbage bins. 

Those containers are handled separately through Alberta’s beverage container recycling system and are not part of the 
new Circular Materials depot program. 

If you paid a bottle deposit on it, put it in the Summer Village bottle recycling box — not the new recycling bins. 

WHY IS THE RECYCLING PROGRAM CHANGING? 
Alberta’s Extended Producer Responsibility program changes how recycling is funded. Rather than municipalities and local 
taxpayers paying the full cost of recycling packaging and paper products, responsibility is shifted to the producers that 
supply those products and packaging into the marketplace. 

For Rochon Sands, this provides: 
• A much broader range of recycling options for residents;  
• Collection and processing of accepted recyclable materials paid for through Circular Materials; and  
• Compensation to the Summer Village for participating in and maintaining the recycling depot. 

Instead of Rochon Sands taxpayers paying for a limited cardboard collection service, Circular Materials will pay for the 
collection and processing of a much broader range of recyclable materials and will also compensate the Summer Village 
for participating in and maintaining the depot. 

MORE RECYCLING — NO COLLECTION COST TO LOCAL TAXPAYERS 
Circular Materials arranges and pays for the collection and processing of accepted 
recyclables and compensates the Summer Village for participating in the program. 

HELP US MAKE IT SUCCESSFUL 
Council and Administration are very pleased to finally be able to expand recycling opportunities in Rochon Sands. 

The success of the program will depend on all of us using it properly. Please take a moment to review the Accepted 
Materials listed, share the information with everyone in your household, and remember: 

CLEAN.    LOOSE.    RECYCLABLE. 

NO GARBAGE. NO BLACK BAGS. NO BAGGED RECYCLING. 

With everyone’s cooperation, we can make expanded recycling a permanent and successful service for Rochon Sands. 


