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TIPP PROGRAM

TIPP simplifies your tax bill, allowing you to pay your property
taxes on a monthly basis instead of one payment in June.
Payments are automatically withdrawn from your account
monthly. TIPP makes budgeting easier and helps you avoid the
risk of penalties. There are no extra fees or interest charged. If
you would like to be put on the TIPP program, please fill out the
application on the Summer Village Website and return it to the
office. For inquiries or assistance, please contact our office via
phone or email.

Tax Installment Payment Plan

DOCKS & MOORING

Regular Meetings of
the Council are the
second Tuesday of the
month at 6 pm at the
Village Office. They
are open to the public
and a zoom link is
found on our website.

Docks and Mooring
As the boating season is coming to a
close, please remove all docks and boat
structures from the lakebed and
shoreline, and store them on private
property by October 15, 2026.  
Structures are not to be left on
Environmental Reserve lands. Your
cooperation in this matter is greatly
appreciated as it is important to ensure
the safety and sustainability of the lake. 
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 PROVINCIAL 
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NEW EXPANDED RECYCLING PROGRAM COMING TO ROCHON SANDS 
NEW RECYCLING SERVICE BEGINS OCTOBER 1, 2026 

WHAT CAN GO IN THE NEW RECYCLING BINS? 

Council is pleased to be moving forward with a new expanded recycling program through Circular Materials, as part
of Alberta’s Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) system. 

Expanding recycling opportunities in Rochon Sands has been identified by residents and Council as a priority and
forms part of Council’s Strategic Plan. Until now, the Summer Village has only been able to offer cardboard recycling
at the municipal recycling location. Under the new program, residents will be able to recycle a much wider range of
household packaging and paper products. 

The new recycling bins will be located in the same location as the existing cardboard recycling bin at the Municipal
Office/Village Square. You can find everything you need to know — accepted materials, how to use the bins,
printable guides, FAQs and more — on our new recycling webpage: https://www.rochonsands.net/recycling.html

IMPORTANT: Refundable beverage containers do not go in these bins. Pop, beer, wine, liquor and other deposit-
bearing beverage containers should continue to be placed in the Summer Village bottle recycling box located
between the garbage bins. 

The new program accepts a much broader range of materials, including: 
•
•
•
•
•
• 

•
• 

•
•
• 

•
•
•
• 

Plastic bottles and containers
Plastic food containers
Toothpaste and deodorant tubes
Plastic bags and film packaging
Snack wrappers and chip bags
Stand-up plastic pouches 

Paper and cardboard 
Hot and cold beverage
cups and lids 
Soup and broth cartons
Paper laminate packaging
Metal food cans 

Aluminum trays and foil 
Glass food and cosmetic containers 
Foam packaging 
Empty household personal-care and food
aerosol containers, such as deodorant,
hairspray, air freshener and cooking-oil sprays 

MORE RECYCLING OPTIONS FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

https://www.rochonsands.net/recycling.html?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFOM1Y4dmwxNENaYW1GN0Nsc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHskxtd1h09pEONsnMZuX1azD90gxOBFx9m1D56rIAM_tOQ9xaudXU7vJs9kc_aem_-OtSV26ac2Mbl8Ft8I6ltQ


Use a reusable recycling tote. Keep a plastic tote, laundry basket or reusable bin in your kitchen, pantry, mudroom
or garage. When it is full, bring it to the municipal recycling bins, empty the contents loosely into the bin and take
the tote home again. 

Reuse a cardboard box. A cardboard box can be an easy way to collect clean recyclables at home. Empty the
recyclables into the bin and, if the box is clean and recyclable, flatten it and place it in the recycling bin as well. 

Use a reusable shopping bag for transport. Collect recyclables in a reusable bag, empty them loosely into the
recycling bin and take the bag home. 

Set up two containers at home. One container for garbage and one for recycling can make it much easier for
everyone in the household to know where things belong. 

Please put recyclables in the bin LOOSE — not in bags of any kind 

HOW TO USE THE NEW BINS 

Contamination occurs when garbage or other materials that are not accepted in the recycling program are placed in 
the recycling bin. Examples include: 

Garbage or black garbage bags 
Refundable beverage containers that
belong in the separate bottle recycling box 
Propane tanks
Paint, cleaners, and other hazardous
materials

Diapers 
Food and other organic waste 
Paper towel 
Toys 
Books
Batteries

Pots and pans 
Ceramics 
Clothing 
Garden hoses 

Empty household personal-care/food aerosols are accepted. Paint, chemical cleaners and other hazardous aerosols
are not. 

Even a recycling bin containing mostly acceptable material can become contaminated when garbage or prohibited
items are mixed into it. 

Please also empty food and liquids from containers before recycling them. Recyclables should be reasonably clean
before being placed in the bin. 

1. Collect accepted recyclables at home. 

2. Empty food and liquids from containers and keep recyclables reasonably clean.

3. Bring them to the recycling area at the Municipal Office/Village Square. 

4. Empty recyclables LOOSE into the bin — do not leave them in a bag. 

This will be one of the biggest changes residents need to remember. 

Do not place your recycling in the bin inside a garbage bag, black bag, blue bag or other collection bag. Plastic bags
and film packaging themselves are accepted recyclable materials. However, do not use a plastic bag to contain other
recyclables. Empty everything loose into the bin. 

Recyclable materials must be placed clean and loose directly into the recycling bin. 

You can absolutely use a bag, tote, box, basket or container to collect and transport recyclables from your home —
simply empty the recyclables loose into the recycling bin and take your container or bag home with you. 

You do not need a complicated system. A few simple options can make recycling easy: 

A simple rule is: 

Collect it however you like at home — but empty it LOOSE into the recycling bin. 

WHAT IS “CONTAMINATION”? 

EASY WAYS TO COLLECT RECYCLING AT HOME 



A much broader range of recycling options for residents; 
Collection and processing of accepted recyclable materials paid for through Circular Materials; and 
Compensation to the Summer Village for participating in and maintaining the recycling depot. 

NO GARBAGE. NO BLACK BAGS. NO BAGGED RECYCLING. 
With everyone’s cooperation, we can make expanded recycling a permanent and successful service for Rochon Sands. 

Council and Administration are very pleased to finally be able to expand recycling opportunities in Rochon Sands. 

The success of the program will depend on all of us using it properly. Please take a moment to review the Accepted
Materials listed, share the information with everyone in your household, and remember: 

Do not place refundable beverage containers in the new Circular Materials recycling bins. 
Pop cans, beer cans, wine bottles, liquor bottles and other deposit-bearing beverage containers should continue to go
into the Summer Village’s existing bottle recycling box located between the garbage bins. 
Those containers are handled separately through Alberta’s beverage container recycling system and are not part of the
new Circular Materials depot program. 
If you paid a bottle deposit on it, put it in the Summer Village bottle recycling box — not the new recycling bins. 

Why contamination matters 
This program will only work if we all use it properly. 
High levels of contamination can jeopardize the success and continuation of the recycling program at our site. Circular
Materials monitors contamination, so it is important that only accepted materials are placed in the recycling bins. 
We therefore ask everyone using the depot to take a few extra seconds to make sure: 

Is it recyclable? Is it reasonably clean? Am I putting it in the bin LOOSE? 
If the answer is yes, you are helping keep the program successful. 

Alberta’s Extended Producer Responsibility program changes how recycling is funded. Rather than municipalities and
local taxpayers paying the full cost of recycling packaging and paper products, responsibility is shifted to the producers
that supply those products and packaging into the marketplace. 
For Rochon Sands, this provides: 

•
•
• 

Instead of Rochon Sands taxpayers paying for a limited cardboard collection service, Circular Materials will pay for
the collection and processing of a much broader range of recyclable materials. 

MORE RECYCLING — NO COLLECTION COST TO LOCAL TAXPAYERS 
Circular Materials arranges and pays for the collection and processing of accepted recyclables.  

HELP US MAKE IT SUCCESSFUL 

WHY IS THE RECYCLING PROGRAM CHANGING? 

DEPOSIT-BEARING BEVERAGE CONTAINERS STAY IN THE BOTTLE RECYCLING BOX 

Items that cannot be recycled can be placed in the Summer Village waste bins — 
provided they are regular household waste.

As before, waste bins are for regular household garbage. Please do not place bulky or oversized items, appliances,
electronics, construction materials, wood, or hazardous/toxic waste in the bins.

These items should be taken to the Stettler Regional Landfill or Erskine Transfer Site for proper disposal.

Erskine Transfer Site Hours: Wed. 1:30–6 pm | Sat. 9 am–2 pm | Sun. 1–6 pm
Stettler Landfill Hours: Mon.–Fri. 8 am–6 pm | Sat. 10 am–2 pm

Hours may change seasonally. Toxic recycling is available year-round at both sites.

Thank you for disposing of waste properly and helping keep our community clean.

CLEAN. RECYCLABLE. LOOSE.

WHAT ABOUT EVERYTHING ELSE?







Provincial Parks

The Park Office is now closed for the season. Both the Narrows Provincial Recreation Area and
Rochon Sands Provincial Park remain open on a first-come, first-served, self-registration basis,
weather permitting, until October 12, 2026. The Parks will officially close for the season on
October 13, 2026.

The summer passed quickly at Rochon Sands
Provincial Park and the Narrows Provincial
Recreation Area. With the season coming to a
close, our five seasonal staff have completed their
employment for the year. Each of them played an
essential role in the maintenance and upkeep of
both the Summer Village and the two Provincial
Park campgrounds.

The summer students brought dedication,
organization, and enthusiasm to their work,
showing growth and adaptability as they tackled
the many challenges of maintaining a municipality
and two busy campgrounds. Their contributions
made a noticeable difference, and we are deeply
grateful for the outstanding team we had this year.

Fall Camping

The Narrows Provincial Recreation
Area Campground is OPEN!
All sites are available on a first-
come, first-served basis.
All sites unserviced
Non-potable water available
Pet-friendly
Located on the south-west shore
of Buffalo Lake
Ideal for wildlife viewing
60 individual sites, 1 group site
$28/night

The Narrows



Many of us were surprised to learn at the recent Coffee with the Cops the legalities of electric
scooters. We are seeing more e-scooters in the community, particularly among younger riders, and it
is easy to understand why. They are widely available for purchase and can look like just another form of
bicycle or recreational transportation. 

However, Under Alberta’s Traffic Safety Act and related provincial regulations, electric scooters are
not permitted on public roads or sidewalks. While Rochon Sands does not have sidewalks, we are
including that distinction because the provincial restriction is broader than roads alone. E-scooters
can only be operated legally on private property. 

This means e-scooters should not be operated on any roadway within the Summer Village. E-scooters
are also different from e-bikes, which are governed by separate rules, and from golf carts, which are
permitted on designated Rochon Sands roads only because the Summer Village participates in a
provincially authorized golf-cart pilot project.  

The RCMP’s comments were a good learning opportunity for everyone who attended Coffee with the
Cops, and we wanted to pass that information along to residents as well. We encourage parents to
make sure young riders understand where e-scooters can and cannot be used. 

A little awareness helps keep everyone safer on our community roads. 

Coffee with the Cops
Did you know...Re: Electric Scooters

The Summer Village’s Mobi-Mat beach access mat was
removed for the winter season to help protect it from
damage caused by snowmobiles, ice, snow removal
equipment, and other winter activity. A special thank you
to Donovan and Mel for assisting John and Lorne with
rolling up and storing the Mobi-Mat for the season.

The Mobi-Mat has been a welcome addition to the beach,
improving access to the shoreline for residents and visitors
with mobility challenges, strollers, and anyone who
benefits from a firmer surface over the sand. Removing
the mat for the winter will help extend its life and keep it in
good condition for future use. The Mobi-Mat will be
reinstalled on the beach in the spring once conditions
allow.

Thank you for your understanding as we take steps to
protect this community amenity over the winter months.

Mobi-Mat Stored for Winter



With cooler fall evenings here and
winter just around the corner, now is a
great time to stock up on firewood.
Wood totes are available for $120
each, providing a convenient supply
for fireplaces, wood stoves, outdoor
fire pits, or those last few fall
campfires.

Delivery is available until October 15,
weather and availability permitting.

For inquiries, availability, and payment
options, please contact the Summer
Village Municipal Office at 403-742-
4717 or info@rochonsands.net.

Stock Up on Firewood Before Winter!

Rochon Sands was full of energy on September 22 as
approximately 300 students arrived for the 4th Annual Rochon
Rush Cross-Country Race. 

Organized through Erskine School, the Rochon Rush has quickly
grown into a popular fall cross-country event, bringing students
from schools throughout the Clearview Public Schools area to
Rochon Sands. This year, roughly 300 young athletes took part,
along with teachers, volunteers, families and supporters.

Rochon Rush Brings Hundreds of
Young Runners to Rochon Sands

The start and finish area was located beside the Rochon Sands Community Hall, with runners
heading out onto the trails through Rochon Sands Provincial Park. Fortunately, the
September weather cooperated, making for a great day of running, cheering and outdoor
activity. It was wonderful to see so many young people enjoying the trails, park and
community, and to once again have Rochon Sands serve as the backdrop for such a fun
regional event.

Congratulations to all of the runners, and thank you to the organizers, school staff and
volunteers who helped make the 2026 Rochon Rush another successful day!



5th Annual
Big Jack Classic

February 13-14, 2026

In an emergency, knowing where to go
can make all the difference. Please take a
moment to review the evacuation map
and familiarize yourself with the available
routes before an emergency occurs.Emergency evacuation gate in Rochon Sands

Provincial Park — for emergency use only.

Know Your Way Out

https://www.bigjackclassic.ca/
https://www.bigjackclassic.ca/


Coffee and Conversation
Every Wednesday at 9 - 11 am

Rochon Sands Hall 
Building Community Together



Breasties in the Buff competed in our first-ever races this summer at the Edmonton Dragon Boat
Festival, held August 15–16 at Telford Lake in Leduc. We competed against nine other women’s teams
and paddled in five 500-metre races. The highlight of the weekend was the Breast Cancer Challenge
(Pink Ribbon Race), where all four teams were made up of breast cancer survivors. We finished fourth
in a photo finish, just 1.6 seconds behind the winning team, with our fastest time of the festival at
2:54.82. The race was followed by a touching pink flower ceremony honouring those we have lost to
breast cancer, those who continue to fight, and the strength and courage of survivors. More than 90
breast cancer survivors took part.

We were also thrilled to finish the festival with a silver medal in one of the consolation finals. It was an
exhausting but exhilarating weekend, and we are very proud of what our resilient group of women
accomplished!

BITB wrapped up the paddling season on September 12 with our 2nd Annual BITB Beach Party at the
Rochon Sands marina. More than 125 people joined us for live music from Kent Nixon, Josh Nixon and
Eric Rahn, a silent auction, BBQ lunch sponsored by Zoe and Shane’s No-Frills Stettler, and some
sweet treats. Sponsors, friends and family also had a chance to try paddling in the dragon boat — with
a few sore muscles reported afterwards! Guests were also able to see our new memorial flower planter
at the marina. Filled with pink flowers, it provides a special place to reflect and honour breast cancer
fighters, survivors and angels.

Breasties in the Buff would like to thank our friends, families, donors and sponsors for their incredible
support throughout the season. A special thank you to ReMax 1st Choice Realty and Gitzel &
Company Chartered Accountants for sponsoring our new tents, and to the Summer Village of Rochon
Sands and the entire Rochon Sands community for their continued encouragement.

Breasties in the Buff Celebrate a Season of Firsts

Although the dragon boat is put away for the winter, the Breasties
will stay busy this fall with October fundraisers supported by
Stettler Showcase and Stettler Medi-Aesthetics, along with
Grinch-tree making sessions at Stettler Flowers in early December.
Watch our website, Facebook and Instagram pages for more
details — and look for us back on the lake in 2027! Paddles up!

- Bonnie Lynn
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	Docks and Mooring
	As the boating season is coming to a close, please remove all docks and boat structures from the lakebed and shoreline, and store them on private property by October 15, 2026.  Structures are not to be left on Environmental Reserve lands. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated as it is important to ensure the safety and sustainability of the lake.

	Tax Installment Payment Plan
	TIPP simplifies your tax bill, allowing you to pay your property taxes on a monthly basis instead of one payment in June. Payments are automatically withdrawn from your account monthly. TIPP makes budgeting easier and helps you avoid the risk of penalties. There are no extra fees or interest charged. If you would like to be put on the TIPP program, please fill out the application on the Summer Village Website and return it to the office. For inquiries or assistance, please contact our office via phone or email.
	Regular Meetings of the Council are the second Tuesday of the month at 6 pm at the Village Office. They are open to the public and a zoom link is found on our website.
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	NEW EXPANDED RECYCLING PROGRAM COMING TO ROCHON SANDS
	NEW RECYCLING SERVICE BEGINS OCTOBER 1, 2026
	MORE RECYCLING OPTIONS FOR OUR COMMUNITY
	The new recycling bins will be located in the same location as the existing cardboard recycling bin at the Municipal Oﬃce/Village Square. You can find everything you need to know — accepted materials, how to use the bins, printable guides, FAQs and more — on our new recycling webpage: https://www.rochonsands.net/recycling.html

	WHAT CAN GO IN THE NEW RECYCLING BINS?
	IMPORTANT: Refundable beverage containers do not go in these bins. Pop, beer, wine, liquor and other deposit-bearing beverage containers should continue to be placed in the Summer Village bottle recycling box located between the garbage bins.
	The new program accepts a much broader range of materials, including:


	Please put recyclables in the bin LOOSE — not in bags of any kind

	HOW TO USE THE NEW BINS
	1. Collect accepted recyclables at home.
	2. Empty food and liquids from containers and keep recyclables reasonably clean. 3. Bring them to the recycling area at the Municipal Oﬃce/Village Square.
	4. Empty recyclables LOOSE into the bin — do not leave them in a bag.
	Do not place your recycling in the bin inside a garbage bag, black bag, blue bag or other collection bag. Plastic bags and ﬁlm packaging themselves are accepted recyclable materials. However, do not use a plastic bag to contain other recyclables. Empty everything loose into the bin.

	EASY WAYS TO COLLECT RECYCLING AT HOME
	Collect it however you like at home — but empty it LOOSE into the recycling bin.

	WHAT IS “CONTAMINATION”?
	Contamination occurs when garbage or other materials that are not accepted in the recycling program are placed in
	the recycling bin.
	Empty household personal-care/food aerosols are accepted. Paint, chemical cleaners and other hazardous aerosols are not.
	Why contamination matters
	Is it recyclable? Is it reasonably clean? Am I putting it in the bin LOOSE?

	DEPOSIT-BEARING BEVERAGE CONTAINERS STAY IN THE BOTTLE RECYCLING BOX
	If you paid a bottle deposit on it, put it in the Summer Village bottle recycling box — not the new recycling bins.

	WHY IS THE RECYCLING PROGRAM CHANGING?
	A much broader range of recycling options for residents;
	Collection and processing of accepted recyclable materials paid for through Circular Materials; and
	Compensation to the Summer Village for participating in and maintaining the recycling depot.
	MORE RECYCLING — NO COLLECTION COST TO LOCAL TAXPAYERS

	HELP US MAKE IT SUCCESSFUL
	CLEAN.
	LOOSE.
	RECYCLABLE.
	NO GARBAGE. NO BLACK BAGS. NO BAGGED RECYCLING.
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	The Narrows Provincial Recreation Area Campground is OPEN!
	All sites are available on a first-come, first-served basis.
	All sites unserviced
	Non-potable water available
	Pet-friendly
	Located on the south-west shore of Buffalo Lake
	Ideal for wildlife viewing
	60 individual sites, 1 group site
	$28/night
	Fall Camping


	Coffee with the Cops
	Did you know...Re: Electric Scooters
	A little awareness helps keep everyone safer on our community roads.

	Mobi-Mat Stored for Winter
	The Summer Village’s Mobi-Mat beach access mat was removed for the winter season to help protect it from damage caused by snowmobiles, ice, snow removal equipment, and other winter activity. A special thank you to Donovan and Mel for assisting John and Lorne with rolling up and storing the Mobi-Mat for the season.
	The Mobi-Mat has been a welcome addition to the beach, improving access to the shoreline for residents and visitors with mobility challenges, strollers, and anyone who benefits from a firmer surface over the sand. Removing the mat for the winter will help extend its life and keep it in good condition for future use. The Mobi-Mat will be reinstalled on the beach in the spring once conditions allow.
	Thank you for your understanding as we take steps to protect this community amenity over the winter months.

	Rochon Rush Brings Hundreds of Young Runners to Rochon Sands
	Stock Up on Firewood Before Winter!
	Know Your Way Out
	In an emergency, knowing where to go can make all the difference. Please take a moment to review the evacuation map and familiarize yourself with the available routes before an emergency occurs.
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	Breasties in the Buff Celebrate a Season of Firsts

